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Message from the IFBDO at the occasion of World Blood Donor Day 2010
NEW BLOOD FOR THE WORLD !!          
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Every year more than 500.000 women die in childbirth because of lack of blood. Many more thousands of patients die for other causes, because hospitals simply do not have that precious matter, which otherwise saves millions of lives.
14 June is World Blood Donor Day – and on this festive day in 2010 we make a special call for young people in all countries to come forward and give blood. We celebrate them and their fellow voluntary blood donors for saving lives by acting responsibly to the call of blood centers and hospitals in need of blood. 

All blood should be given voluntarily and without any compensation, except the knowledge of making a difference to fellow human beings. Young people can give blood and they can also help recruit other people to become blood donors. Blood will be needed for the foreseeable future in raising quantities, so we need all young people who can and will make a difference to their society by giving blood. 

We call on all governments, the media, hospitals, patient’s organizations and donor associations to make World Blood Donor Day 2010 a special occasion, and to join our World Host, Barcelona, in activities which can bring more attention to the noble cause of blood donation. 

Countries around the world take part in this year’s celebration, and more information and material to be used in this year’s campaign can be found on the websites: www.wbdd.org and www.barcelonaisfullblooded.org 

On behalf of the International Federation of Blood Donor Organizations.
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