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ACTIVITIES OF THE ITALIAN BLOOD SYSTEM  

Introduction 

Through the anagraphic data of BE and their related peripheral organisational sites, the 

National Blood Information System (SISTRA) makes it possible to define the national transfusion 

network that is in constant evolution due to the ongoing redistribution of the production activities 

and rationalisation of resources. This section of the report shows national 2016 data relative to 

blood and blood component donors, and the collection, production, and use of blood components, 

including plasma destined for the production of PDMPs, against the data of the previous year (6). 

In the Annex to the chapter, in order to facilitate the network’s benchmarking, the quantitative 

activity indicators shown in graphs are reported at both regional/Autonomous Provinces (AP) and 

at national level. 

Methods  

For the analysis relative to this section of the report, only quantitative indicators were used. 

The Human Resources (HR) analysis is limited to permanent staff working for BE. The data 

regarding transfused patients were analysed according to the blood components administered. 

The above-mentioned indicators are presented in graphs and according to the geographic 

classification specified by the UNI 10529 standard (5). The data processing was carried out with 

the utilisation of “SAP Business Objects”, the business intelligence system made available by the 

Ministry of Health on the NSIS. The reference population, for the calculation of the relative 

indicators is that provided by the Italian National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT) as of 1st January, 

2016, available at http://demo.istat.it/ (last accessed May 2017). 

The data supplied by the Italian Regions/AP were mainly from single BEs. In some cases, the 

data from two or more BEs were incorporated in a single figure as specified below: 

a- The Veneto Region that supplied 7 figures from 21 operating BEs; 

b- The Friuli Venezia Giulia Region that supplied 1 figure from 5 operating BEs; 

c- The Latium Region that supplied 22 figures from 23 operating BEs; 

d- The Sicily Region that supplied 26 figures from 33 operating BEs; 

e- The Liguria Region that supplied 8 figures from 10 operating BEs.   

National data 

In 2016, 283 BE were validated by the RBCCs on SISTRA, five less than the previous year (-

1.74%). Similarly, the number of related peripheral organisational sites that perform mainly 

collection of blood or blood components and, in a few cases, also transfusion activities (processing, 

biological qualification, distribution, and issuing of blood components as well as health care 

activities related to transfusion medicine) decreased. On the other hand, the number of Blood 

Collection Units (BCU) increased by 23% compared to 2015 and, in 2016, 1,207 were registered 

(Table 1). To standardise the calculation of the number of employees in each single organisation, 

http://demo.istat.it/
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RP resident population; AP Autonomous Province 
 

Figure A15. INDICATOR B11: N. of prospective donors who did not donate in 2016/Total N. of 
prospective donors (%) (2016) 
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Figure A16. INDICATOR B12: N. of “regular” donors/1,000 resident population (2016) 
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