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DEAR PRESIDENT,

I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR SENDING ME THE PREVIEW OF THE COMIC “THE 

COLOR OF LIFE” WHICH TELLS THE STORY OF SOLIDARITY, COURAGE AND 

FRIENDSHIP THAT LED TO THE CREATION OF AVIS.  

 I AM SURE THAT THIS ORIGINAL INITIATIVE WILL ENGAGE THE INTEREST 

OF OUR YOUNGER GENERATIONS AND RAISE THEIR AWARENESS OF THE 

IMPORTANCE OF DONATING BLOOD. I SEND YOU MY CONGRATULATIONS AND 

MY BEST WISHES FOR THE COMPLETE SUCCESS OF THIS INITIATIVE.

SERGIO MATTARELLA

ROME, 20TH OF SEPTEMBER 2017 
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Domenico Alfonzo, Elisa Amadori, Carmelo Agostini, Ketty Bosco, Gianpietro Briola, Cosimo Luigi Bruno, 
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Presentation
by Gianpietro Briola (*)

Leafing through the pages of this comic book one discovers the different reasons why ‘The Colour of 

Life’ is a wonderful initiative in communication, capable of making known the origins of the Association, 

but above all the values which project it into the future. Through the drawings the birth of AVIS is told in 

a fresh and appealing way, highlighting its fundamental values of friendship, loyalty, gratuitousness and 

solidarity by rendering the idea of a human and social understanding grounded and built on respect, 

capable of growing and lasting only in the devotion to and preservation of these characteristics. The 

faces of Formentano and Moscatelli show that AVIS was created by actual people and that all its history 

was written by such people, men and women, who have – with their sacrifices and their anonymous and 

voluntary gift – contributed to saving thousands of human lives. 

 ‘The Colour of Life’, moreover, has the great merit of showing young – and not so young – people the 

difficult years  which the Association went through during the Fascist Regime and World War II.

AVIS emerged from these dramatic challenges stronger than ever in its ideals, growing at an astonishing 

rate in the postwar period, taking root everywhere, spreading the values of solidarity, social justice and 

human respect, to arrive at its current breadth of 3,400 branches equally distributed throughout the 

national territory. 

My wish is that this comic book will be used by all our branches and our donors, in an exchange with 

our young people both in schools and other places where they meet.

 Today, more than ever, it is of crucial importance to return to dialogue and a seeding of values which, as 

our Statute affirms, are to be realized and affect society regardless of ethnicity, race, religion, or political 

or sexual orientation. Only on the basis of such tenacious loyalty can we build our modernity! Let us use 

‘The Colour of Life’ and be its active witnesses!

In order to look to the future, we have the duty to make our story known! And to do that – as in this case – 

we must start with our youth, by sharing it with their families in a way that is truly interesting and engaging!   

(*) President of National AVIS





The realization of this comic not only commemorates a Gold Medal for Public Health Merit, at exactly 

forty years after the death of Dr. Vittorio Formentano and his greatest friend Giorgio Moscatelli, but it 

also testifies to the extraordinary social value of a gesture –  blood donation –  which continues to be 

indispensable for the care of an increasing number of people. It is the story of AVIS and its founders, 

covering the twenty-year Fascist period, the Second World War, the soldiers in the trenches, the struggle 

for Liberation and the strong conviction that blood has no color; a project that – absurd as it may seem 

–  found its enemies in the authorities in power and in the distrust and indifference of the people. A story 

already written by history, made of great ideals, great illusions and bitter setback. Men and women 

ready to fight, to sacrifice and to start over again each time in the name of love for one’s fellow beings. 

The story of the lives of Formentano, Moscatelli and his Pinuccia, and many others – all those saved 

by that stubborn intuition that everyone knows by the name of AVIS.  Recipient of the Gold Medal  for 

Civil Values, the association has over 1,300,000 members in Italy,  and in 1955 was also promoter of the 

FIODS - International Federation of Blood Donor Organizations - which today brings together more than 

80 nations and over 18,000,000 donors. 

The comic that tells this story has been translated into French, English and Spanish, FIODS official 

languages,  in order to spread this wonderful adventure all over the world. A tribute to Pietro Varasi, 

a close associate of Formentano and Moscatelli, who  furnished me with the association’s complete 

historical material and and arranged for me to interview Pinuccia Sancini and Formentano’s children, 

Maria and Saverio. Many thanks to the Third Foundation Pillar - Italy and the Mediterranean and its 

President, Prof. Emmanuele Francesco Maria Emanuele, for the contribution which made this volume 

possible. Grateful acknowledgement to Roberto Dal Prà, Massimiliano Filadoro, Giampiero Wallnöfer 

and the entire International School of Comics for the excellent work we did together and for the great 

professional expertise shown. Finally, a special thanks goes to three extraordinary scriptwriters  for 

cinema and television: Paolo Logli, Dante Palladino and Alessandro Pondi. I was honoured to work with 

them on the story which had been created to produce a film to make AVIS’s important achievement 

better known in Italy and abroad.  

(*)  Journalist and historian, Director of National AVIS, several times delegated to the FIODS World 

Assembly, creator and coauthor of the comic “THE COLOR OF LIFE”

An exciting story
by Riccardo Mauri (*)





AVIS. For Massimiliano Filadoro, co-screenwriter of this story, and me it has always been the symbol 

of blood collection, nothing more or less. We never had to think about the genesis of this organization, 

its importance, the motivations of its creators, organizers and donors, or their commitment, in a few 

words about the history of this crossing organization that tells much of Italy’s history, at least from the 

second half of the nineteenth century until today. Then, about three years ago, a gentle man came at the 

International School of Comics; he was shy and at the same time determined, extremely determined, one 

who is easily understandable and believes in what he does. His name was Riccardo Mauri. He wanted to 

do “something that has to do with comics… which talks to the young people of the association to whom 

I belong for years... which can inform them about what AVIS really is”. He gave me a subject – which 

he himself participated in writing - about the history of AVIS with particular regard to its ideator and 

founder Vittorio Formentano and to his great friendship with Giorgio Moscatelli.

When I read the subject, I thought it was great to transform it into a comic book script.

I just had to find a connection between the many events that were told in the subject. The idea that came 

in my mind was an imaginary interview of a young journalist to Vittorio Formentano: the “Imaginary” 

interviews are a precious narrative instrument especially when the facts to tell, as in our case, are so 

many and the space is limited. Me and Maximilian created the subject that had to be inserted into the 

one presented by Riccardo, merging them together in a screenplay of 64 tables that only a serious 

and reliable professional designer like Giampiero Wallnofer could achieve in the time required for 

publication. The final product is a work that, in the best tradition of the informative comic, tells the true 

adventure about Doctor Vittorio Formentano that among enthusiasm and disappointment, apparently 

insurmountable difficulties, with his willpower, unmarked passion and dedication to the cause, made 

transfusions free and available to save our lives. These transfusions were once allowed only to rich 

people, even if “the color of life”, scrolls in everyone’s veins.

(*)    Famous international writer and responsible for the Entertainment Media class at the 

       International School of Comics

The same color
by Roberto Dal Pra’ (*)





11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74

Young participants in the sports edition of the “Avisiadi”.

Formentano and Moscatelli both died in 1977 within a few months, one in September and the other 

in December. A destiny that united them until the end. Few men can say they lived to realize an ideal. 

Very few can say they did it and managed to make it live in so many others. Today, thanks to the noble 

intuition and vision of Formentano, AVIS counts in Italy more than

1.300,000 active donors.

Vittorio Formentano
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In alto, a sinistra: una foto tessera di Giorgio Moscatelli.
A destra: Giorgio Moscatelli e la moglie Pinuccia Sancini passeggiano per le vie di Milano nei difficili anni della
guerra.
In basso: Giorgio Moscatelli e la moglie Pinuccia sorridenti in occasione di una premiazione avisina.
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Giorgio Moscatelli





A comic that tells, especially to the younger ones, the story 
of the association and its founders starting from 1927...

Distribuito da Emoservizi (www.emoservizi.it)


